
1 Timothy

INTRODUCTION AND OUTLINE
I. TIMOTHY.

Paul found Timothy on his second missionary journey when he arrived in Lystra. Timothy was a young convert, however, nothing is said
in the scriptures about the when or where of his conversion. We know that he was already a Christian when Paul found him (Acts
16:1-2). His mother Eunice, and his grandmother Lois had a large part in his religious education (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15). His mother
was Jewish, married to a Gentile. This provided for an interesting obstacle to his labor among the Jews in that he had not been
circumcised. Paul quickly took care of that problem (Acts 16:3) and took Timothy with him on the remainder of his journeys.

We know not exactly the circumstance of Paul adopting Timothy as his assistant, but according to Paul, knowledge of Timothy was
revealed from God through prophecy (1 Tim 1:18; 4:14). He was set apart to the work of an evangelist by the laying on of the elder
hands (4:14), and encouraged in the work by Paul (2 Tim. 4:5; 2:2).

Timothy was a companion of Paul from Lystra through the rest of his journeys. It was not long after they departed Lystra that Paul saw
fit to leave Timothy at Philippi, then at Ephesus. He was entrusted with the welfare of that church, given the duty to defend the faith
against all who would teach error, set in order the workings and organization of the church, and put the brethren in mind of the things
that were taught by Paul. It is believed by many that at one time Timothy shared Paul’s imprisonment, but was released (Heb. 13:23).
Of that we cannot be altogether certain, and what happened to Timothy after the death of Paul there is nothing but legend.

Paul’s affection for Timothy as a surrogate son is seen in this appellation, "my true child in the faith" (1 Tim. 1:2), and in his pleading
with Timothy to come before his time was up (2 Tim. 4:9-12, 21).

II. THE BOOK.

A. THE DATE: around 63 A.D. after Paul’s release from his first imprisonment. If Paul only endured one imprisonment, then it
was written just before his last journey to Jerusalem.

B. THE PURPOSE:

1. To encourage Timothy and instruct him in his work.

2. To instruct with reference to the workings of the local congregation.

3. To combat erroneous doctrines, encouraging Timothy to "war the good warfare."

4. To identify the grief of greed common to false teachers and head off any such tendancy in Timothy.

1 Timothy outline

I. SALUTATION (1:1-2)

II. INITIAL ADMONITIONS (ch. 1)

A. A CHARGE CONCERNING DOCTRINAL ERROR (1:3-11).

B. SALVATION OF THE CHIEF OF SINNERS (1:12-17).

C. THIS IS WAR (1:18-20).

III. CONCERNING WORSHIP (ch. 2).

A. PRAY FOR ALL MEN (2:1-8).

B. WOMEN IN THE WORSHIP (2:9-15).

IV. ELDERS AND DEACONS (3:1-13).

A. QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS (3:1-7).



B. QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS (3:8-13).

C. BEHAVIOR IN THE HOUSE OF GOD (3:14-16).

V. A WARNING AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO WORK (ch. 4).

A. SEDUCING SPIRITS AND DOCTRINES OF DEMONS (4:1-5).

B. EXERCISE THYSELF UNTO GODLINESS (4:6-11).

C. NEGLECT NOT THE GIFT (4:12-16).

VI. DEALING WITH CERTAIN ONES IN THE CHURCH (ch. 5).

A. OLDER MEN AND WOMEN (5:1-2).

B. WIDOWS INDEED (5:3-16).

C. ELDERS

1. Their due (vs. 17-18).

2. That sin (vs. 19-25).

VI. EXHORTING SERVANTS (ch. 6:1-2).

VII. THE TEMPTATION TO RICHES (ch. 6:3-19).

A. PREACHING FOR GAIN (6:3-10).

B. FLEE THESE THINGS (6:11-16).

C. EXHORTATION TO THE RICH (6:17-19).

VIII. GUARD THAT WHICH WAS COMMITTED UNTO THEE (6:20)


